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Cordoba 2024: Some Memories
from the BETH conference

Fran Cortés

Librarian, Universidad Loyola Andalucia, Sevilla, Spain

The 51st Annual Conference of BETH
was held from 30th October to 4th
September 2023 at the Episcopal
Palace of Cordoba hosted by the
Diocesan Library of Cordoba, with the
support of ABIE (Association of

Librarians of the Church in Spain),

under the theme ‘Challenges of
Ecclesiastical Libraries in Europe’.

Participation was high with representatives from the national associations of France,
Italy, Poland, Norway, Belgium, the Netherlands, Germany, Finland, Sweden,
Switzerland, the United Kingdom and Ireland, Spain, Hungary, Croatia, as well as
representatives from Urbe (Ecclesiastical Libraries of the City of Rome) and Atla

(American Theological Library Association)!?..

The conference programme Bl focused around presentations on the different
challenges that European church libraries face in the various countries represented.
Although the reality of these challenges may vary from country to country, common
issues were discussed: changes in library spaces, cooperation and networking with
public and private spheres, preservation, digitisation, and so on...

[1] https://abie.es/
[2] https://www.atla.com/
[3] https://beth.eu/events/annual-conferences/51st-2023-cordoba
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The BETH Members’ Assembly - a standard part of such conferences - was also
held, where the annual reports of the different associations were presented. ABIE
also participated in this regard, and our report can be seen on BETH’s website
alongside those of the other national associations.

Particularly impressive was the presentation by our Ukrainian colleague Oleh Yaskiv,
Vice-Rector for Science at the Ukrainian Catholic University, who, dressed in military
uniform, told us how he had gone from doing his job before the war to being in
charge of tracking Russian propaganda on television, thanks to his command of
English, in order to counteract this false propaganda. At the beginning of the war,
they moved their most valuable resources to try to preserve them from the bombs.
In all this time they have also managed to produce a small number of graduates.
BETH is especially involved in helping the Ukrainian partners in various ways.

Thanks to the sponsorship of the Cabildo of the Cathedral of Cordoba we were able
to enjoy a magnificent social and cultural programme alongside the more academic
conference proceedings, which included a private evening visit to the Mosque-
Cathedral, celebration of the Eucharist in the Cathedral, a visit to the magnificent
Cordovan courtyards, plus guided tours of the historic centre and various museums.
We also enjoyed the gastronomy of Cordoba, both at the dinners in the Episcopal
Palace and at the last farewell gala dinner.

The feedback received after the event and
subsequent evaluation of the conference by the
members of BETH was very positive both
academically and socially. We thank BETH for
having chosen Spain for this Annual Conference.
We at ABIE are pleased to have helped in its
celebration, with special thanks to the Diocesan
Library of Cordoba for its welcome and to the
Cabildo of the Cathedral of Cordoba for its
support.

V‘m umh

[4] https://beth.eu/members/reports/annual-reports-2022-2023/
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La 512 Conferencia Anual de Beth www.beth.eu se celebré del 30 de Octubre al 4 de
septiembre de 2023 en el Palacio Episcopal de Coérdoba acogidos por la Biblioteca

Diocesana de Cordoba, con el apoyo de ABIE!!, bajo el lema “Challenges of
Ecclesiastical Libraries in Europe”.

La participacion fue alta con representantes de las asociaciones nacionales de
Francia, Italia, Polonia, Noruega, Bélgica, Paises Bajos, Alemania, Finlandia, Suecia,
Suiza, Reino Unido e Irlanda, Espana, Hungria, Croacia, Urbe (Bibliotecas

Eclesiasticas de la Ciudad de Roma), asi como representantes de Atlal?l.

El programal®! académico incluyé conferencias relativas a los desafios que las
bibliotecas eclesiasticas europeas tienen en los diversos paises. Aunque la realidad
de estos retos pueden variar de un pais a otros, si se dialogé sobre asuntos
comunes: cambios en los espacios bibliotecarios, cooperacion y redes con ambitos
publicos y privados, preservacion, digitalizacion etc..

Asimismo y como es habitual en todas las Conferencias, se tiene la Asamblea de
miembros de BETH, en donde se presentan los informes anuales de las distintas
asociaciones. Desde ABIE presentamos el nuestro que se encuentra en este enlace

con los de las demas asociaciones nacionales.*!

Especialmente impactante fue la ponencia de nuestro colega ucraniano, de la
Universidad Catdlica de Ucrania, Ole Yaskiv, Vice-rector de Ciencia, que vestido con
uniforme militar nos conté como ha pasado de hacer su trabajo antes de la guerra, a
ser ahora en el ejército el encargado de rastrear la propaganda rusa en televisiones,
gracias a su dominio de inglés, para poder asi contrarrestar dicha propaganda falsas.
Realizaron al comienzo de la guerra un cambio de localizacion de sus fondos mas
valiosos para intentar preservarlos de las bombas. En todo este tiempo han
conseguido sacar una pequena promocion de graduados. BETH colabora
especialmente en ayudar a los socios Ucranianos de diversos modos.

[1] https://abie.es/

[2] https://www.atla.com/

[3] https://beth.eu/events/annual-conferences/51st-2023-cordoba
[4] ttps://beth.eu/members/reports/annual-reports-2022-2023/
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Gracias al patrocinio del Cabildo de la Catedral de Cérdoba pudimos disfrutar de un
magnifico programa social y cultural, que incluyd visita nocturna privada a la
Mezquita-Catedral, celebracion de la Eucaristia en la misma, visita a magnificos
patios cordobeses, visita guiada al centro historico, y varios museos. Disfrutamos de
igual manera de la gastronomia cordobesa tanto en las cenas en el palacio
Episcopal, como en la ultima cena de gala de despedida en un restaurante.

La evaluacion posterior por parte de los miembros de BETH fue muy positiva tanto
en el plano académico como en el social. Agradecemos a BETH el haber elegido
Espana para esta Conferencia Anual.

Desde la ABIE estamos contentos de haber ayudado a su celebracion, agradeciendo
especialmente a la Biblioteca Diocesana de Cordoba por su acogida y al Cabildo de
la Catedral de Cordoba por su apoyo.




